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NLW LONDON —:Frank Snepp

“calls himself “‘the onh» American in

history to be gagged by the Supreme
Court for writing a-books’%= nantts
‘Snepp. a former ClA:zianalyst
whose 1977 book, ‘‘Decent Interval,”
described the U.S. withdrawal:from
Vietnam, told a group of college:stu-
dents: Tuesday- the - intelligence
agency **has tried to gag-and impov-
erish’”’ him because of the activities
he exposed.: 13 . -= naur, L FiRdLEANY
- Speaking to about 100 students and
faculty members at Connecticut Col-
lege, Snepp. said the CIA reacted
sharply to “Decent Interval’’ be-
cause it caused extenswe emhar—
rassment to the agency. .- &%y 034
“I hurt them- by.: suggestmg the

CIA betrayed its.own agents, That’s "

punchmg them .right in the\ sotar:

* plexus,” Snepp said.. 5.

At the CIA’s urzing, the Supreme~
Court attempted to block pubhcation
of “*Decent Intarval,” and ordered-
* all nrofits from sales to be returned-
to the government... . - /-5 == Y-

After Tuesday’s lecture, Snepp es-

timated he has lost-3$150:008:in Saies- .

Since resigning from the agency in

1975, Snepp has mrade his living on .
the-lecture ‘circuit,” and is.- writing -
three new books and-a screenplayi -

Before those are-published, Snepp - ;

said, he must have then cleared by
the CIA in order to*:woxd them: sul‘—‘

-and fronmr 1972 to-1975. During .that
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fermg the same fate as “Decent In—~
terval ' XTI L o :
Durmg his lecture; Snepp recount~
ed many of the tales:included in- the
.5%0-page book, and repeated his.con--
tention the United States abandcned
tens of thousands of South Vietnam-:
‘ese during the large-scale eva(:ua~J
thD of Saigon .in 1975} $4: s> ]
~*Intelligence knew-about the fxnal
“drive a:month before it. started,”
Snepp:said of the last North Vlet-
namese offensive.. L
" He''claimed that as in ‘the past '
U.S..military leaders and-the CIA’s
_owntop offxcxals ignored mtelllgence
reportS‘ R I LU S
Snepp, who was the agency’s prin-
c1pal analyst on North.Vietnamese
affairs, served two tours-at the-U.S:
Embassy in'Saigon from 1969 to 1971, |

period;‘-‘- he: was in- charge of: the
“agency’s*-informant : -network rand
“was awarded the CIA Medal of Ment
fOl'hlS work.. RN S

- During Tuesday s:lecture, Snepp-
had the audience laughing at amus-
,ing anecdotes and observations, and
then grimacing at some of the more
grisly aspects-of the war. - “ami ]

Among the:intelligénce reports,
Snepp.said,. were details on Le Duc
Tho’s mistress, Ho Chi Minh’s love

of Salem cigarettes and ‘the North

.Vietnamese army’s predxlectlon for :
Budweiser beer. EREE T

. Snepp said. S LE aee o

_weiser was discovered .when'a . U.S.'
‘supply room was raided and the beer

mg down the enemy advance. -

”We were- always trymd to get }

5 IR o2 ST i one

tudents hear former|

hold of- Salem cwarettes and shxp
him (Ho Chi Mmh) a cho:ce pack,”’

The 2army’s fondness ;for Bud- :

taken. After that, Snepp said, there
was a plan — never lmplemented —
to drop cases of Budweiser along the
Ho Chi Minh Trail in hopes of slow-

" “This was strategxc mtelhgence "
Snepp- quipped,’ drawmv laughtet:

from the audxence )
a3 e

* But 2 moment later. the gathering
listened in silent horror as he de-.
scribed the capture of a woman
broadcastmg pro-U.S. - propogandn
from a radio station. " -=-

~The woman, he said, was tied to a
tree, and her tongue was cut out. She
dro;vned in- her own blot)u Snepn
sai ; o

’ Although he has been odt oE the
agency for six years, Snepp has kept
informed of its activities and said
the -agency in many ways is better
nﬁw but in others hasn’t ¢changed at
a .

- As for the agency S paramxhtar}
force, Snepp said. it has.dwindled
from 200 crack operatives during the
Vietnam era to a paltry 80.- -~ .~ ..

“Most of them are old men afraidi

to jump -out of airplanes * he

claimed.> 55 a'as .
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